CLASSROOM SET – DO NOT TAKE FROM TABLE-LEAVE IN FOLDER

Task #14 Mummification

Read Mummification from the “fat” packet.  Do the following on a piece of your own paper.  Be sure to include a full header.
Mummification

1. In ancient Egypt, people believed that after death the ___________ would perish if it could not rest in its body.

2. The body was given to ____________________ who dried it, preserved it, wrapped it, and then returned it to relatives for burial. 
The ba

3. Explain what the ba was and why it was important
The ka

4. Explain how the ka was different than the ba and what purpose it served.
Mummiya

5. Explain how mummies got their name.  Be sure to include the term “bitumen” and a fascinating fact. Full sentences please.

Natural Mummification

6. In prehistoric times bodies were buried in a ________________ position in a hole in the sand. If they were not destroyed by jackals or decay, the bodies were naturally mummified by the environment’s heat and dryness.
Different Ways to become a mummy: (from overhead notes)

Natron

7. How does natron work and why is it important (full sentences please)?

Preparing the body

8. Describe in detail how a priest prepared the body for mummification

9. Explain the function of the four canopic jars and what they held?  Include the names of the figures associated with them.

10. Explain what happened to the heart and why it was important?

Embalming procedures

11. Explain the priest’s embalming procedures.  Theorize how did they might use onions in this process?  
Wrapping the body

12. Write a detailed description of how a mummy was wrapped in linen.
Preparations for the afterlife
13. Explain in detail what amulets were and how they were placed with the mummy.

Masks

14. Why were masks essential
Mummy cases

15. What was the purpose of mummy cases?  Explain what they were made of and how they were used.  Include how long embalming took.

Sarcophagus

16. What is the difference between a mummy case and a sarcophagus? 
Opening of the Mouth Ceremony

17. Explain why the Opening of the Mouth Ceremony was important and how the ritual was done.
Animal mummification

18. Why were animals mummified?
Learning from mummies

19. What can we learn from ancient mummies? 

Weighing of the Heart
20. Why did Egyptians believe the heart was important?  What happened if the deceased’s heart was heavier than the feather in the afterlife?  What happened if the heart balanced with the feather?  Which god’s were involved?
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